Global Challenges of Plastic Pollution

Stories of Plastics, Cities and the Circular Economy

Jenna Jambeck, PhD

Georgia Athletic Association Distinguished Professor of Environmental Engineering, University of Georgia
2022 MacArthur Fellow, National Geographic Explorer (2018-2021)






Plastic in the Envi







Strategic Intervention Framework to Reduce Plastic Pollution
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The

Circularity Assessment
Protocol (CAP)

The Circularity Assessment Protocol (CAP) is a
hub and spoke model that provides a snapshot
of a city’s circularity that can provide data for
local, regional, or national decision-making to
reduce leakage of waste (e.g., single-use
plastic) into the environment and increase

circular materials management.




15+ Countries — 60+ Cities









Citles and
community
members have the
right to optimize
thelr own circularity

This material is based upon work supported by the
National Science Foundation under Grant No. 2345080









Debris Tracker is a free, open data mobile app used by community scientists and volunteers
globally. Anyone can categorize and track plastic pollution and contribute data to our public
online database showing litter around the world.



Since 2011, Debris Tracker volunteers have

logged more than 10 million items in 90+
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1. What is it?
2. How did it get here?

3. What can “we” do
about it?



Data is powerful if it’s open
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Data is powerful if it’s usable



Data Is
powerful If
it’s impactful



Data can create change when scaled



Data can create change when scaled



Debris Tracker Jr.

Thanks to Young Futures



We are not going to immediately “solve” plastic pollution, but
together we can change the system of what is possible.
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Thank You
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